
Wisdom and Credibility 
 

“A wise servant will rule over the master’s disgraceful son 
and will share the inheritance of the master’s children” 
(Prov. 17:2, NLT). 
 

  Godly wisdom is the key to our success in this life 
regardless of what position we find ourselves in 
(remember Joseph). Our long term success is linked 

directly to our credibility. The text above shows the end-
result of a genuinely wise man who has earned 
credibility. This man didn’t have the best position, the 
best education, or even the best opportunities. But he 

was a wise and credible man. He was not in the most 
likely place for success, but he sure gained influence 
where he was. His consistent wisdom gave him 

credibility and produced long term success (Josh. 1:8). 
These are results of Godly wisdom and credibility. 
  There are two kinds of wisdom, God’s and the world’s. 
James, the brother of Jesus, made the comparison in 

his letter. 

“13If you are wise and understand God’s ways, prove it 
by living an honorable life, doing good works with the 
humility that comes from wisdom.  14But if you are 

bitterly jealous and there is selfish ambition in your 
heart, don’t cover up the truth with boasting and lying. 
15For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of 
wisdom. Such things are earthly, unspiritual, and 
demonic. 16For wherever there is jealousy and selfish 

ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every 
kind.  17But the wisdom from above is first of all pure. 

It is also peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing 
to yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. It 
shows no favoritism and is always sincere. 18And those 

who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and 
reap a harvest of righteousness” (Jas. 2:13-18). 

  We can make the choice ourselves of which kind of 

wisdom we will use. Of course, Jesus is the ultimate 

wise man of Proverbs. He is “the wisdom that has come 
from above.” He is wisdom personified. He is the 

example for how we should conduct ourselves in the 
affairs of this life. The Christian is empowered by God to 
draw from the wisdom of Christ within them (1 Cor. 
1:24, 30). This wisdom will produce positive results in 

our lives and those around us. 
  Yet we will have little influence in the lives of others 
unless they see us as credible. “We must be less 

concerned with being incredible to others and more with 
being credible” (TH). Our words of wisdom and actions 
of wisdom must match. This is credibility. Here are 
some questions we can ask ourselves to measure our 

own credibility: 

 Consistency: Am I the same regardless who is 

watching? 

 Choices: Do I make choices based on how they 

benefit me or others? 

 Credit: Am I quick to recognize others for their 

efforts when I succeed? 

 Character: Do I work harder at my image or my 

integrity? 

 Credibility: Have I recognized that credibility is a 
victory, not a gift? (Questions inspired by John 

Maxwell) 

  Don’t expect it to come automatically. We must work it 
out. We must develop it at whatever level we have. It will 

grow as we do the right things. One way to increase our 
level of credibility is by empowering others around us. 
When we do this we cultivate credibility and our life (or 
organization) thrives. Jesus, our wise example, always 

empowered and encouraged those who came to Him 
asking sincerely for help. We broaden our credibility 
when our life matches our talk and we help make better 
the people and the place around us. When can earn 

more and more credibility as we implement the above 
ideas into our own lives and into lives of those we serve. 



This is a wise course of action for all leaders. May God 
grant us the grace to draw from the wisdom of Christ 

within us and live according to it each day and in every 
way!  Amen. 
 

Our Father, 

  We pray today for our leaders here and for all who 

are in authority. We thank You especially for the form 

of government given us in our beloved country. Give 

us grace to value the officers and magistrates of our 

government as those sent by You (Rom. 13).  Instill in 

us the respect and honor that is due them. 

  Lord, endow them with wisdom for their many 

duties, with a spirit of sacrifice for the common 

welfare, with mercy and justice, with wisdom and 

credibility. We realize today that we are mere men in a 

sinful world. We can get off the right tract so easily.  

Correct in us all the evils of selfishness, greed, a vain 

desire for honor, or abuse of power. Help our leaders 

to do right continually as they serve Your people.  

Grant that the true purposes of government may 

prevail, safeguarding peace and prosperity, so that we 

may live soberly and uprightly in Your sight and have 

opportunity to tell of You and Your kingdom. 

  Dear Lord, bless especially today our Mayor, his 

team, and their families. Protect them from all evil 

and all harm. Help them to draw from You the 

wisdom and understanding they need for this time in 

which they serve. Keep Your hand of mercy upon 

them and their loved ones. Surround them each 

moment with Your grace and blessings, as we give 

You all the praise, honor, and glory.  Amen. 


